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CD-OPERATION,
[Hy A. A, Avery, Topeks, Kansas,|
Co-operstion bas slways boen the favor
it theme of the world's wisest and most
1 philanthrople minds,  Oradustes of the
Mancheuter sohool of polltical sconominta
the defenders of the competitive system,
sotusted by wuoh  maxima wn “Grb all,
koop all," “Ladme firire” and “the Devil
take the hindmost,” boast that thelr sys
tom li to be credited with the splendid
individualitiens cropplog out hore and there
to which they point with pride ns welf
made men, foollahly dupposing such men
wi the Amtors, Vanderbllts and Gonlda to
be ornsments to clvillastion, and kuowing
that In order to ralse such men to such
giddy helght of wealth, thousands If not
pollllon# muat he plunged into the lowost
depths of poverty, vies, orime and sven
denth; yot they assert thess favorud fow
o be worth sll that tersible cost 1o society.
Not choosing to sgres thet such n state
ghould ho the pormal or healthy condition
of human soclety, we charge that condi-
tion to the competitive system of produe
tion and distribution, and propose to set
up lu its place the cooperative system,
No more trathful teibute to the gupsrior
Ity of this principle hns ever bieen pennod
than the following glowing wonls from
that plopeer co-operntor George Jacob
Holyonke, nud in In lte avery plirase the
exnot antithlsis of the competitive syste,
#Co-gperntlon means concert for the
diffuston of wenlth, It Jeavos nobody out
who lelps to produce It. 1§ touches no
man's fortune; It secks no phinder; It
enuses no digtarbance t soecloly; 1t glven
no tronble o stntesmen; 1t enters nto o
| socrol associations; It needs no tradey
] unlon to protect s Interests; it contem
1 plates no violenee; It subverts no ordor;
it lowen no dignlty; it acoepts oo gift nor
asho any favor; it Keapsno terms with the
idle, und it will break no falth with the
fndustrious. 1t In nelther mondicant,
f servile, nor offensive; It hus its hand in
no man's pocket, and does not mean thit
| any hand shall femaln long or comfortably
In Its own, It menny welf-help, self- de-
l' pendenee, and such share of the common
competence as labor shall oarn or thought
can win, And this it Intends tohave, but
by meins which shall lenve every other
I person sn equal chance of the same good.”
Not all of the merenntile schemes that
f have from time to time been launched
/ upon the publio under thla name have
| i heen truly co-opemtive o their nature
and results. They have often boen mere
jolnt-stock companies, und even where
the method used hus boen & co-operative
one, theWistribution bas been among
fewonly. Indeed, the end sooght, it
i . Jrjimed; wes'not u desirable on, for the
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maka of the laborers, and the coudition of
the massen was worse than before,

It In proposed In thess articles to offer
for canalderation & systam of co-aperation
broad enough to embmee an entire com-
munity, deallng with each person merely
s n ponwnmer of the produets of Iabor,
and ralaing no question as to mee, sex or
enlllng o e, It ln no elass movement,
nor Is 1ts success In the least dependent
‘ upon those potty enmitios, spites and

Jenlounies whinh have besn the min of s
‘ many promiaing socleties of various kinds,

Andd, curious i It may appenr ‘o dome,
wa propose uk 4 beglnnlng, the vo-opera:
tive store,  Butour store ia  oonducted
viutly different from any with which the
#tudent of the hlstory of coopertion
Is fumiliar,  Tha very capitalistic prinel
ple wiiderlying our store sud it disteibne
tiona Is wholly opposed to all thoss dis-
fributive sehomes with which the resder
I familiar.  Jostead of the prevalling
method of distributing the profis pisce
meal and In minute deiblets to the Indi
vidosd members, our profits are  necamu:
Inted,

[y the ordionry cooperstive store the
profita are segregated  Into Influlteainnl
Lits, to be ngain frittered away by the
Individunl, while those Of our store are
nggregmtad into o large amount aod may
be handled Ina way to muterially benofit
the permanent condition of the whole

membership,

Brlefly, the plan in ns follows:

Having ascertalned that merchants add
to the price of goods an nmount 10 cover
caortnly tieks, we propose 1o insure our
mirchnnts against thse losses.  They are
madestly stated as follows: Loss from bad
debts through the credit wystem 0 por
pent; mitracting  customers,  advertising,
drummers, plucards, oto, 8 per cent.; dia-
connta for cash payments, & per cent)
keeplug  accounts and collecting, 6 per
cent.: Intevedt ou eapitnl Invested; & por
vent, total 21 porcent.  Now this 21 per
cont. the constumer hiss to pay, and our|
aasooiation proposes 1o save this o the
merchant, lie in return giving us a part,
sny 10 por cont, in the form of a rebate
upon our purchuses ut the end of the
month, The nwociation e formed by a
number of men electing officers, among
whom we ahall only mention the secretary-
treasurer, A board of trustees are in-
structed 1o make a contract with some
dealer in general morchandise to the of-
foot that if the aggregate amount of salea
to members shall reach & certaln sum a
certaln agread-upon discount or rebate
uhall be made, the sume t0 be paid into
the troasury of the association. In order

\ YOL. L TOPEKA, KANSAS, THURSDAY, MARCH 6, 1890. NO, 28.
‘ (TEINTILIBUTO_RA DEPARTMENT, | faw who profited were 1ifted out srrthe;m n; momber, Thase coupond shall | thewe atmid a bauld fof & Toan sud home-

be printed Im virous amounta from one
oant to-one dollar, and In books contaln-
lug some five and some tan dollurs worth
of these cotipons respectively. Thase
bookn are paid for in advatcs by the
member to the secrotary-trensurer and are
used in paying the dealsr from time to
time an the purchass are made. The
daalor takons thesa sapamtes coupons Lo the
office of the nejociation on the first of
anch month and geta cash for them loss
the agread-upon discount

Let un see how this would work, Tike,
wy i thousand men who have fumilles,
We will say they will expend $5 us wesk:
Iy living expense exclusive of rent, the
first woek's tmosactions disclonlng an
axpenditure of §5,000, and upon o basls
of 10 per cent, rebate wonld lenve In the
weewsury of the assoclation the sum of
$800. In four weeks It would amount to
$2,000, The manthly rebite loaned out
In sums of $2.000 would nt the end of the
tiest yonr be roprosonted thus:
Fiest month 2000 at 8 per cent, . . . §160,00

Secopd ¥ 2000 4§ W« , 140,68
Third = 200D %Y » . 188,80
Fourtly * 2000 %8 # # 0§
Fith “ 248 « . 10004
Qixth “ 200048 v @ 08,81
Seventh * 2000 vy M ow T9.08
Flghth * 2000 %8 % ™ (.65
Ninth * 20048 # » hgae
Tenth ) 4y w “ 40,00
Eleventh 20008 & 20,00
Twoelth # 2000 48 » ¢ 18.84

Totul  $2, 000 $040.78

Privcipnl nnd interest comblned, we
have n cipital Tor the

IRt JORE, o0 mr v vrrbirsreit $24.080.78
Heoond ¥ ST 51,804,060
PTRINE Y i icassnn . BOD54T0
FORER™ oo chemprrnamranyns 119,07 00
Fifth = Soeess AGSIMO8

At the oud of the ffth year, It will be
seen, our one thoussmd purchasors have
an acewmulation of $140,204,08 at simple
Inwrest,  Compounded semi-annually [t
would be considembly lurger. Invest
this amount ip an lndustey large enough
to employ five hundred “hands," and our
purchasers aro employed in thelr own
building, upon their awn lund, sod with
thelr own machinery, and owe no obliga-
tione to any capitalists, nor pay tribute to
any landlord.  Nobody s Injured, while
muny are bemefitted.  But the various ne-
cumulating sumy should be Invested ay
001 K8 A0 Amount large enough to start
u respectably Isrge industry ln in haods,
Among the industries sulted to this local-
ity might bemeutioned woolen mill, with
tlloring establishments attached, tanner-
les, boot and shoo factories, canning  fac-
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to kaop At exact necount of such salea or

purchiases, & book of credit-cou tories snd flourlng mills.

aball be lasued by the wﬂqﬁ'ﬁyhmmmmﬂ-ﬂo
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stind ashoolaticn the benefir of whtich
would not codt the iember s slagle cent .
for daes, premiumi, fineh, desesndents or
othor charges. A wambér waotihg &
dwelllng would submit his plan o the
sssocintion, the house would be flthfully \
and honestly bullt lo pordusnte thensol, '
and bls monthly Insaliments would e '

i
pro mated over & ghepn time 10 pay the ex
et cont of the bullding and land, with
Interest If the compatly wai & borrower,
but without interest if bullt from funds I
wirondy on hand, 1|

The reader will not require (o hinve &
very fortilo Imagination in ordor to see
vary readily how these conatantly Lncrans
Ing sums could be Invested to the Interest
of the member, and 10 underutand  slso
how Immensureably better such a plan
would be than any syutem of mere petty
savings, whore ench membor would re
calve nt wated times n wmall dividend,
which e wonld immediatoly proceed to
spend In annther way.

Such ls the rough and goveral outline
of this plan of co-operation. DBut thers ls
absolately vo limit to the opurstions of &
company formed upon this plan. The
wrltor Is fienily of the opinfon that It
wonld revolutionize builness methods—in
fuct s good titde would be *The Reorgan-
gitlon of Huslnesn” 16 has besn submit-
tol to wome of the best nnd sharpest reals
eitate men wnd capltalisti in this locality
and thoy were all heartily—opposed 1o It
Ho far 8o good; some men's blame Is hetter
than thelr pralse, It will break up lund
gpotulation and destroy the money-long-
Ing buniness,

But there are many questions arlslng, |
which wo proposé to attempt to meet In
nsoried of articles In Tur Apvoears.
There are soveral quorios sa to how and
In what maoner the plag could be bost ap-
plind to rurnl communities, snd thero s
quastiony concerning the ‘manner of or- /
ganization, power of its board of directors
or trustees, the matter of metmbership
and the manover of spportioning or dis-
tributing benetlte. A mowt [nteresting
phaae of the subject is the powar of the
coupon-credit. In s future articls [ de-
sire to show that st no very distant day )
weo aliall by independant of the money
alinrks aod manipulators, and all by meana
of our system of book-keeping. This
we can 40 a8 soon as we got an industrial
clrcle organized, In which to elrenlate
our credits,

Wo shall endeavor to take s few lessons

m our l;:l::dn t.tllu lnntm.n We'lll o
tehc ug ho TR thoy.
T out future sticles 18 witl nu.l:m. y/
CoRErY to woary roaders
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